
 

1/12/18  Page 1 of 2 
 
\\howeserver\shared\shared\administration desk\mgr-magee ranch\mcgee ranch emergency operations_webpost.docx 

 Magee Ranch Emergency Operations 

Recently Jackie Howe, Property Manager of Howe Association Management Inc., contacted the Town of 

Danville enquiring about emergency plans for the Magee Ranch subdivision. While current best practices 

in the first responder disciplines (Police , Fire etc.) do not allow for written “plans” on what to do or 

where to go, we do adhere to some protocols and systems that have been developed and refined over 

the years. 

For this discussion let’s assume that a fire is burning in the hills south east of the subdivision (much like 

the one that occurred a couple years back). Because the emergency is a fire, San Ramon Valley Fire 

Prevention District (SRVFPD) would have incident command. The police department, Town staff, the 

schools (if affected) would all have a seat at the command post but we would take our direction from 

the subject matter experts, SRVFPD.  

Once the SRVFPD is on scene they would do an assessment of what additional equipment and personnel 

would be needed and request them. Since all first responders have a duty to protect life first, we would 

evaluate if any lives were in danger and act accordingly to save them (rescue, evacuation etc.). 

Our next priority is saving property. SRVFPD would assess the situation to include, wind strength and 

direction, fuel for the fire (weeds, brush, trees etc.), size of the fire and the direction it is moving. If it is 

moving towards homes, they would start taking measures to protect those houses or buildings. 

If at any time the SRVFPD believes that the area needs to be evacuated, they would notify Danville PD 

and they would begin evacuation notifications. That would be accomplished through several different 

means to include: 

o Local Media 

o Social Media (The Town uses an opt in system from NIXEL for emergency notifications 

and can be accessed on the town web page) 

o Reverse 911 directory (you must have a land line for phones) 

o The Highway Advisory Radio System (HAR 1610am) 

o Police vehicles with loud speakers  

o Police and police volunteers knocking on doors 

The messaging coming from the incident command post to members of the public via these 

communications systems would include what the emergency is, which way to evacuate and where to go 

when you do evacuate. Those decisions would be made by the command post based on the incident 

itself. In this case we would probably utilize Magee Ranch Road as it is the largest roadway into the 

subdivision. We would most likely send residents west toward downtown Danville and away from the 

fire. If Magee Ranch Road was compromised, we would unlock the gate at Still Creek Road and utilize 

that for egress. We also have the ability to use the East Bay Regional Park road east toward Old 

Blackhawk Road if needed. 

http://www.danville.ca.gov/Social-Media/
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In the fire a couple years back Police and Town staff were at the command post working with SRVFPD. 

We were making plans to evacuate parts of the Saddleback subdivision and if necessary part of Magee 

Ranch. Fortunately the fire was stopped prior to evacuations being necessary. 

If the emergency was not a fire, possibly a police incident such as a shooting, the incident commander 

would be a police Sergeant or Lieutenant and SRVFPD would be at the command post and assisting the 

police department. 

In general, the first responder and emergency management community take each incident and our 

responses separately. We respond to them based on the circumstances of the event. We do significant 

pre event preparation such as weed abatement, pro-active policing, fire code enforcement and public 

awareness efforts. We need the general public to get involved. The web site www.bereadysrv.org  

contains a large amount of information to help residents of the San Ramon Valley prepare for, respond 

to and recover from an emergency. 

If I can be of assistance or answer any questions feel free to contact me. 

Jeffrey Hebel 

Emergency Services Manager, Town of Danville 

925-314-3368 

jhebel@danville.ca.gov  

http://www.bereadysrv.org/
mailto:jhebel@danville.ca.gov

